THE   QUEST   FOR   A   NEW   BASIS
tempting to multiply quotations from the Religio, although these
can convey no idea of the symphonic nature of the work.1 Like
music, it suggests more than its words express. It stimulates
thought and "gives a man a sane outlook on the complex prob-
lems of life." The mystery of death ever intrigued Sir Thomas
Browne, though he confessed " We are but embryon philosophers.
... A dialogue between two infants in the womb concerning the
state of this world might handsomely illustrate our ignorance of
the next" (Urn Burial).
One is not surprised to learn that many have found in Browne
a kindred spirit; among them Coleridge, Lamb, Johnson, Lowell,
and, in modern times, that illustrious and versatile physician Sir
William Osier. Browne was for Osier a hero and example whose
writings he was wont to recommend to students of medicine in
such words as the following : " Not only does the charm of high
thoughts clad in beautiful language win readers to a love of good
literature, but the Religio is full of counsels of perfection which
appeal to the mind of youth. Mastery of self, devotion to duty,
deep interest in human beings : these best of all lessons may be
gleaned from the writings of Sir Thomas Browne " (An Alabama
Student, 1908).
In Urn Burial, or Hydriotaphia (1658), Browne discourses with
great eloquence on his favourite theme, death and immortality.3
The Garden of Cyrus (1658) treats of ancient gardens and of much
else besides. Quaintest of all is Pseudodoxia Epidemica, or Enquiries
into Vulgar and Common Errors (1646), which contains observations
on every department of knowledge, and is a plea for the use of the
Baconian principle in research. Strange indeed that Browne, so
modeiyi in his outlook, should have believed in witches, even
adding his evidence in the condemnation of two old women,
convicted of witchcraft. It has been widely believed that Sir
Thomas Browne was responsible for the hanging of Amy Duny
and Rose Cullender, who were convicted of witchcraft before Sir
Matthew Hale at Bury in 1664. That this view is erroneous has
been shown by Dr. W. W. Francis,3 who drew attention to two
1 Sir Thomas Browne, Religio Medici and Other Works, Everyman's Library, No. 92,
1906.   (This is a handy edition and readily obtainable, but some of the earlier editions
are very attractive.    A facsimile of the first edition was published in Oxford in 1909
from a copy in the possession of Sir William Osier.)
* M. L. Tildesley, Sir Thomas Browne, his Skull, Portraits, and Ancestry, 1924
8 W. W. Francis,ee Sir Thomas Browne and the Witch-Trials: a Vindication,'* Lancet,
1912, vol. i. p. 158
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